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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: John Ensi gn.

MR.  ENSI G\ Good eveni ng, Conm ssi on. My nane is
John Ensign, and | am an enployee at the America Cafe, which is
run by the ARC Restaurant Corporation. The ARC Corporation is
the | argest subcontracted conpany on the Las Vegas Strip, and is
| ocated on one of the nost profitable corners of the Las Vegas
Strip. I"ve worked in the restaurant business since | was 18
years old, and now |I'm 33. I noved from Sacranento to Phoeni x
to inmprove ny standard of living only to find that | was earning
the sanme anount of noney or even |ess. Since Las Vegas has a
reputation for a good standard of Iliving, | noved here and
expected a good paying job wth retirenent options and
af fordabl e health insurance. | make 5.15 an hour. | have to
pay for nmy health insurance, and I'mrarely allowed to work 40
hours a week. My weekly checks are between $100 and $120. I
can't qualify to buy a house unless I work two full- time jobs
because ny wages at ARC are inadequate.

| was raised by a nother who was a housewi fe and a

chronically unenpl oyed father. W noved alnost every year
because of evictions. Most of the time we received welfare
suppl ements and food rations from the County. I'"'m the only

menber of ny famly to graduate from high school, which |I'm
proud of. Many of ny co-workers, however, receive either
wel fare supplenments and/or rely on food donations. This is
personally shocking to me and wunheard of in the wunion

establishments on the Strip. Union workers receive a living
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wage and one of the best health insurance prograns in Nevada
free of charge. Also a pension is provided free of charge with

401K opti ons.

The hotel my restaurant is Jlocated in has
subcontracted out all of their restaurants to non- union
conpanies like ARC, all of which pay |ower than union scale. It
saddens ne to see the sanme cycle of poverty | experienced

growing up in California |located on one of the nost profitable
corners in Las Vegas, if not the country. This is of a personal
nature to ne, and the only reason | feel conpelled to share it
wth you is so that nmaybe you can gain sone insight.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you.
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